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The role of the news channels is to mirror the reality with facts.. With years, it has turned out

that news is more than just informing people about what is happening across the nation and

the world. The dynamics of journalism have changed with time. In yesteryears, the media,

especially news channels, kept the issues as those took place. However, in recent years, media

houses have become vociferous and vibrant enough to maintain certain propaganda which can

be positive as well as negative, depending upon their orientation. There is hardly any doubt

about the fact that news channels have influenced public opinion, persuading as well as

dissuading the masses from what to be believed in.

Therefore, it is believable that the role of news channels is bigger than it has ever been in past.

Anyone can now find out almost anything they want to know. It appears to have the power to

shape public opinion, especially over major topics such as education, religion and politics.

There are various tools to influence and shape the perception. The agenda-setting theory is one

of them to shaping public opinion. The theory has a huge effect on influencing the decision over

public education because a majority of parents have very strong opinions about where their

child acquires their education. Parents are likely to pick schools for their children based on

several factors: safety facilities, sports, religion, teachers and above all reputation.

And when it comes to deciding between public schools and private schools, parents also tend to

favour one over the other depending upon their observation from the perception caused by

media. If they, for instance, hear bad news about one school or about an outbreak of sickness

on some national news media, parents will be prompt enough to opine about certain schools.

Especially after the experience of online education, parents could see anything positive or

negative about a school. For example, with this flu outbreak, if one speaks to some parents

about what they think of it, one would find a lot of parents getting mad and concerned. They

started calling public schools unclean and dirty, despite the outbreak existing all over rather

than not in schools. Thus, the news channels have a role to mould the perception.



Public school parents tend to believe they are considered either less caring or poor if they send

their kids to public schools. Private schools have the reputation of being academically superior

to the public schools and increasing the child’s chances of getting into a great college. However,

these are reputations and stereotypes that parents are feeding into. Both types of education

have merits and demerits. It could be the complete opposite of their perception. But yes it is

undeniable that the choice of schools is determined by the hype created on different media

outlets, the news channels being one of them.

The history of Pakistan is filled with instances where news channels played a major role in

shaping the psychology of the public. These can mould the opinion of the masses to such an

extent that that same faces can be glorified one day and demonized the next day. During the

regime of General Pervaiz Musharraf, some religio-political issues emerged and the role of news

channels was very much effective. For example, when the Nawab Akbar Bugti was raising the

voice against the rule of Pervaiz Musharraf, the news channels were highlighting it as an anarchy

created by the Nawab Akbar Bugti. The media also criticized the government for being unable to

take any action against the dissidents. However, when the operation was launched against

Nawab Akber Bugti, the media portrayed it from another angle. It lambasted the Musharraf

regime for killing its people to suppress their voice. The role of news channels vilifying and

glorifying the personalities has been prominent. Similarly, when the clerics of Lal Masjid were

trying to create disturbance in Islamabad to get their demands accepted, the news channels

started bashing the regime and made the propaganda that the state within a state is being

created by the religious rightists but the government is unable to stop it. However, when the

government launched an operation to curb that lawlessness, the same news channels started

calling it brutality to kill its people. And the channels started demonizing the regime of the time.

It is not just confined to Pakistani mainstream media; the same can be seen happening across

the world too. One can’t stop wondering how media played the role in the election of Donald

Trump which determined his electoral position as a candidate for the US president.

It can also be observed that the level of influence of media is mixed, however, and messages

from the media are not received uniformly by all audiences. While media is powerful enough to



feed the content into the masses, the audience has also become capable of sifting truth from lie

and vice versa. The recent trends have also made the public very much aware of the content

they watch on news channels. It would also be futile to think that the public is naïve enough to

be misled with false and exaggerated information.

Direct exposure, the content of knowledge from other sources and logic are a few factors that

make it possible to the degree to which audiences accept or reject messages from the news

channels. The media has considerable responsibility for providing factual coverage that does not

perpetuate myths or stereotypes, encourage generalizations or spread misinformation. Hence it

must live up to its role because it has the power to mould and manipulate the perceptions.
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